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BOURNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THB 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 


for  the  Year  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bourne  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

1 have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Report  and  that  of 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1938. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area,  10,103  acres. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  1938,  4635. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1938)  according  to  Rate 
Books,  1420. 

Rateable  Value  £23,643.  Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £91. 

Agriculture  and  works  connected  with  it  form  the  chief  industries 
of  the  district. 


Vital  Statistics. 

M F Total 

Legitimate  33  25)  fE 


Total 


Live  Births 


Still  Births 


Deaths 


56  jof  the  estimated 
[resident  population 


(Death  rate  per  1000 
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Deaths  trom  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 5 1 0 0 

(.  still;  Births  ) 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  0 ,,  „ ,,  0 0 


Deatli  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 j’ear  of  age  "J  jn^c^j-ii^^ate 

Total... 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  live  births... 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  Illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)...  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  1 


M F 
1 2 
0 1 
1 3 

6153 

4615 

142-86 


Causes  of  Death. 

M F 

All  Causes  — 24  32 

1 Typhoid  (and  paratyphoid)  fever  ...  ...  — — 

2 Meas]e.s  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

3 Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

4 Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  — — 

5 Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 


6 Influenza  ...  ...  ..  ...  — 1 

7 Encephalitis  lethargica  ...  ...  ...  — — 

8 Cerebro  spinal  fever  ...  ...  ...  — — 

9 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ...  ...  2 — 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases  ...  ...  — — 

11  Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

12  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis  ...  — 1 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease ...  ...  ...  4 6 

14  Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

15  Cerebral  hasmorrhage  ...  ...  ...  3 4 

16  Heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  8 11 

17  Aneurysm  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

19  Bronchitis  ..  ...  ...  ...  — — 

20  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 


2 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH — continued. 

M F 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases... 

22  Peptic  ulcer  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

23  Diarrhoea  ...  •••  •••  1 

24  Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver  ...  ...  ...  — 

26  Other  diseases  of  the  liver  ...  ...  — 

27  Other  digestive  diseases  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  ...  ...  — — 

29  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  — — 

30  Other  puerperal  diseases  ...  ...  ...  — — 

31  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformation,  etc.  1 — 

32  Senility  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

33  Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

34  Other  violence ...  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

35  Other  defined  diseases  ...  ...  ...  5 1 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknovrn  ...  ...  — — 

Special  causes  (included  in  No  35  above) 

Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  — 

Polioencephalitis  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

A.  M.edical — One  part  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who 

holds  the  Diploma  of  Public  Health. 

B.  Others. — One  whole  time  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 

who  holds  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Inspector  of 
Meat  and  other  F'oods  Certificates  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 

One  Health  Visitor.  A fully  trained  Nurse,  with  C.M.B. 
Certificate,  appointed  by  the  Kesteven  County  Council 
and  stationed  at  Bourne,  devotes  her  whole  time  to 
mothers  and  babies  and  school  children  in  the  Bourne 
Urban  District  and  part  of  South  Kesteven  Rural  District. 
She  also  assists  at  the  School  Clinic  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre  in  Bourne. 
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2.  Nursing  in  thk  Home,  (a)  Two  Queen’s  Nurses  with 
C.M.B.  visit  the  sick  in  Bourne  Urban  District  and  part  of 
the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District.  They  act  either  as 
Midwives  or  Maternity  Nurses. 

(b)  There  is  no  Nurse  for  attendin^f  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease.  Most  of  these  cases  are  sent  to  the  South 
Kesteven  R.D.C.  Isolation  Hospital. 

(c)  The  Bourne  Charity  Trustees  provide  a Nurse  to  look 
after  their  sick  pensioners. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  An  Ambulance,  of  only  very  moderate 
comfort,  is  provided  for  non-infectious  diseases. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water.  The  water  supply  of  Bourne  is  excellent,  bein{» 
derived  chiefly  from  a bore  13  inches  in  diameter  and  174  feet  deep. 

In  addition  to  this  Public  Supply,  there  are  a good  many 
private  bores,  some  of  them  not  sealed.  It  is  a pity  that  there  is  no 
means  of  preventing  water  thus  running  to  waste. 

Bourne  water  is  very  hard.  This  renders  it  most  palatable, 
but  lessens  its  suitability  for  domestic  use. 

Hardship  was  caused  towards  the  end  of  the  year  bj^  the  bores 
supplying  94  houses  giving  out. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  new  sewer  still  awaits  the 
draimige  of  Field  No.  436.  Meanwhile  it  has  amply  proved  its  value, 
and  no  flooding  occurred  during  1938. 

Rioers  and  Streams.  The  Bourne  Eau  continues  to  be 
polluted,  the  chief  pollution  comingfroman  old  established  business. 

Closet  Accommodation.  There  are  still  too  niany  privies 
and  pail  closets,  but  they  are  gradually  giving  way  to  water  closets. 

Public  Cleansing,  (a)  Dry  house  refuse  is  collected  once 
a week  by  the  Council’s  covered  collecting  cart  and 
removed  to  a suitable  place. 

ib)  'I'he  contents  of  earth  closets  and  privies  are  removed 
by  the  householders  and  dug  into  their  gardens  or 
allotments,  tor  which  purpose  they  can  have  the  Council’s 
sludge  cart  free  of  cost. 

(c)  Cesspools  are  usually  emptied  by  pumping  into  the 
Council's  sludge  cart  and  then  conveyed  and  dug  into 
some  suitable  land.  Unless  properly  attended  to,  cesspools 
become  a great  nuisance. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  See  Sanitaiy  Inspector’s 
Report. 

Sioimniing  Bath.  A line  open  air  bath  owned  by  the 
Charity  Trustees  with  chlorine  hlter  is  not  sufficiently  made  use  of 
by  the  townspeople. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  No  action  has  been  needed. 

Special  Classes  of  Premises  and  Occupations  subject  to 
Control  of  Local  Authority . No  need  in  Bourne  for  any  aciion. 

Rag  F loch  Acts,  I9n  and  1928.  No  piemises  in  Bourne 
deal  in  Ran  b'lock. 

Schools.  'I'he  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  Bourne,  D\  ke 
and 'I'wenty  are  in  nood  condition,  and  the  bad  condition  of  the 
lavatory  accommodation  at  Twenty  has  been  remedied. 

Housing,  1938. 

1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinn-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

{b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  140 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations of  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  18 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  33 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unlit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  lit  in 
consequence  of  Informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  44 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(A)  Proceediiifjs  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housinj» 

Act.  1936 

(1)  N limber  of  dwelliiiii-honses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  reqniriiij4  repairs  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices 

(а)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  w'ere  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  1 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  nil 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  24 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

undertakings  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  were 
given  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  converted  to  other  use 

in  pursuance  of  such  undertakings  ...  ...  1 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  w'ere 
determined,  the  teiiemeut  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 
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4.  Mousing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Ooercrowding. 

(а)  (i)  Number  of  cKvellitif^s  overcrowded  at  die  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  2 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwellin'^  therein  ...  ...  2 

(iii)  Number  ot  persons  dwelliun  therein  ...  ...  14^ 

(б)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

durinn  the  year  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  I62 


{d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinit-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  nil 


Section  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(A)  M.ilk  Supply.  During  the  past  year  all  the  Cowsheds  and 
Dairies  have  been  thoroughly  inspected,  and  the  result  of  these 
inspections  is  given  in  your  Inspector’s  Report. 

A pure  milk  supply  is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  everyone. 
Very  few  drink  the  necessary  quantity  of  milk  per  day. 

Cowsheds  are  often  structurally  bad,  and  often  show  lack  of 
cleanliness.  Cleanliness  of  the  cows  and  their  milkers  is  even 
more  essential  than  the  cleanliness  of  the  premises. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  children  of  the  Bourne  Council 
School  can  now  avail  themselves  of  a safe  milk  ration  each  day  of 
attendance,  but  one-third  of  a pint  a day  is  not  sufficient.  It  should 
be  free  and  compulsory. 

(B)  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  The  Slaughterhouses  and 
Butchers’  premises  show  an  improvement. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Number  killed 

Number  inspected  ...  33 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned  — 


Sheep 

and 

Cows  Calves  Lambs 


NOT  KNOWN. 

10  4 66 
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Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  — 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  ...  — 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  -- 
Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ...  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  ...  — 


— 7-58 


1 

10 


Pigs 


27 


1 
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(C)  Adulteration,  etc.  Action  under  the  various  Acts  is 
taken  by  the  Kesteven  Com  ty  Council. 

(D)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 
Action  taken  by  the  County  Council. 

(E)  Nutrition.  Instruction  on  the  proper  feeding  of  Infants 
and  Young  Children  is  given  to  mothers  at  the  Infants’  Welfare 
Centre. 

(F)  Shell  Fish.  No  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  are  in  the 
district. 

Section  F. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 
Other  Diseases. 

The  Bourne  Urban  District  has  been  very  free  from  Infectious 


Diseases  during  1938. 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 cases  were  notified 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 ,,  ,, 

Erysipelas  ... 

••  3 ,,  ,, 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

• • »♦ 

None  of  the  other  notifiable  diseases  occurred. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  tiKiii  'Piibeiculosis) 


during  the  year  1938. 

Diseases 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  generally  notifiable 
Erysipelas 

3 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally  ... 

-■ 

— 

— 

Analysis  of  notified  Cases  under  age  Groups: — 

under 

1 1 2 3 4 5 10  15  20  35  46  65  and 

over 

Small  Pox  ...  ... — — _ 

Scarlet  Fever  ... — i — i_  _ 

Diphtheria  ...  ... — — — — _ _ 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid  ... _____  _ 

Puerperal  Fever  ... — — — — _ — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... — — 1 2 — 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  — 1 — — 1 — — 

Other  diseases  generally 
notifiable  ^specify  disease) 

Erysipelas  ... 1 — — 1 — — 

Other  diseases  notifiable 

locally  (specify  disease) — — — — — — 

Cancer. 

Deaths — 10,  Males  4,  Females  6. 

Organs  affected — Colon,  Stomach,  Uterus,  Liver,  Cervix, 
Uteri,  Breast. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  or  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  treatment  of  persons 
suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes. 
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Tuberculosis. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  .the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Refiulations,  1925  (relatinjj  to  persons  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade),  or  under 
Section  b2  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to 
Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 

Nbw  Casks.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total  New 
Cases 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

0-1 

M 

F 

M F 

— 

M F 

M F 

1—2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

2-5 

— 

3 

1 1 

5 

— — 

— — 

5-15  ... 

— 

1 

— — 

1 

— — 

— — 

15-25  ... 

— 

2 

— — 

2 

— 

— — 

25—35  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

— — 

35—45  ... 

1 

1 

— — 

2 

1 — 

— — 

45—55  ... 

— 

1 

— — 

1 

— 

— — 

55-65  ... 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

65-75  ... 

There  should  be  one  extra  Pulmonary  (Male)  death,  but  age 
group  not  ascertained. 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  in  1938  have  been  fairly  prompt, 
and  all  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified. 

A.R.P 

A great  deal  of  work  has  devolved  on  the  Council’s  Officers  in 
connection  with  A.R.  Precautions.  The  response  of  the  towns- 
people has  been  good  and  efficient  services  are  evolving. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  GALLETLY. 
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Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 
North  Street, 

Bourne, 

20th  April,  1939. 

J.  A.  Galletly,  Esq.,  M.A.,  M.Ii.,  B.Chii.  (Camb.),  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Bourne  Urban  District. 

Sir, 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1938. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Ninth  Annual  Report  on  the 
Public  Health  work  carried  out  by  mein  the  Bourne  Urban  District, 
this  beinjJ  for  the  year  1938. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

No  chaiifie  has  been  made  during  the  year,  the  Town  refuse 
being  collected  weekly,  and  that  from  certain  houses  on  the  out- 
skirts fortnightly,  by  a horse-drawn,  covered  cart.  Dyke  refuse  is 
collected  fortnightly  by  lorry. 

The  whole  question  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Scavenging  was 
considered  by  the  Council  early  in  the  year,  and  whilst  it  was 
recognised  that  more  up-to-date  methods  would  have  to  be  adopted 
in  the  near  future,  the  present  arrangements  were  deemed  satis- 
factory for  the  time  being. 

The  Old  Brickyards,  off  West  Road,  will  provide  ample  tipping 
space  for  some  years  to  come. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  system  continues  to  function  reasonably  well,  in  spite  of 
its  many  structural  defects,  and  nothing  of  a serious  nature  has 
arisen. 

The  Weir  Dike  from  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  to  Tongue 
End,  and  the  dike  surrounding  the  Disposal  Works,  were  roded 
and  cleaned  out,  and  the  Carr  Dike  at  Dyke  was  cleaned  out. 

Proceedings  were  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
against  one  person  for  allowing  the  contents  of  a cesspool  to  over- 
flow, and  he  was  flned  5/- 

Water  Supply. 

A 15,000  gallon  reservoir  was  constructed,  and  780  yards  of 
4 inch,  cast  iron  pipe  were  laid  to  it,  in  West  Road,  to  ensure  a 
night  pressure  supply. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  94  houses,  mainly  in  the  North 
and  the  West  of  the  Town,  were  found  to  be  without  a supply  of 
wholesome  water  sufficient  for  the  domestic  purposes  of  the  inmates. 
This  was  due  to  reduced  pressures  at  the  bores  upon  which  they 
depended  for  their  supply,  and  is  a condition  which  occurs  durint» 
the  Suf^ar  Beet  season,  when  a very  larjfe  quantity  of  water  is  taken 
for  this  purpose. 

Intormal  Notices  were  served  on  the  various  owners,  several  of 
whom  replied  to  the  effect  that  the  pressure  had  or  would  improve, 
which  did  in  fact  occur,  and  except  in  the  case  of  two  houses 
which  were  connected  to  the  public  main,  no  further  steps  were 
taken.  A repetition  of  this  trouble  may  be  anticipated,  and  it  will 
probably  become  more  acute  as  time  {^oes  on.  It  is  not  a desirable 
feature  that  one  hundred  or  so  houses  should  be  without  adequate 
water  supplies  for  even  a few  weeks  each  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  following  conversions  have  taken  place  : — 

Two  privies  to  water  closets,  with  flushing  apparatus. 

Two  pail  closets  to  water  closets,  with  flushing  apparatus. 
One  privy  to  pail  closet. 

Inspection  of  Factories. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  ...  17 

Factories  without  mechical  power  ...  9 

Defects  found  in  Factories. 

Notice  had  to  be  given  in  one  instance  requiring  submission  of 
a list  of  outworkers,  as  required  by  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 
Section  110. 

Slaughterhouses. 

Inspections  have  been  made  at  irregular  intervals  and  generally 
the  premises  have  been  found  clean.  No  formal  action  has  been 
necessary. 

One  slaughterhouse  licence  lapsed,  and  one  which  had  lapsed 
was  renewed.  Occupation  of  the  latter  changed  during  the  year. 

Meat  and  Food. 

Inspection  of  meat  and  food  have  been  made  at  irregular 
intervals,  but  it  is  quite  impossible  for  these  to  be  made  as  frequently 
as  one  could  wish.  In  addition  to  carcases  inspected  on  routine 
visits,  the  following  were  inspected  on  request  : 

12  pigs,  46  sheep,  10  cattle,  1 calf. 

The  following  were  condemned:  — 

Carcases  and  organs  of  5 sheep — Emaciated. 

Forequarters,  head,  liver,  lungs  and  offals  of  1 beast — 
Tuberculosis. 

Lungs  of  1 pig — Congested. 

One  6-lb  tin  boiled  mutton — Unsound. 

Seven  1-lb.  tins  Snowflake  milk — Unsound. 
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Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Inspection  of  these  is  also  b}'  no  means  as  frequent  as  one  could 
wish.  There  has  been  no  material  change  durin<j  the  jear. 

One  chanf^e  of  occupier  of  premises  (covvkeeper,  producer  and 
dairy)  took  place,  and  the  new  occupier  qualified  for  an  Accredited 
Milk  Licence. 

There  are  now  one  producer  of  Grade  A Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk  and  one  of  Accredited  Milk  in  the  Urban  District. 

Disinfections. 

Four  disinfections  were  carried  out  duriiif?  the  year. 

Housing. 

Twenty-four  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year;  one  was 
closed  for  human  habitation  and  converted  into  a farm  store,  and 
part  of  a house  was  closed  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  the  main  reason 
being  that  there  is  no  land  within  the  sewered  portion  of  the  town 
suitable  for  development.  Three  or  four  houses  were  commenced, 
but  on  by  no  means  suitable  sites,  and  further  development  is 
virtually  at  a standstill,  and  will  remain  so  until  further  land  is 
opened  up.  The  only  land  which  can  be  sewered  to  the  existing 
sewerage  system  by  gravitation  is  P'ield  No.  436  (between 
Harrington  Street  and  Mill  Drove).  This  is  an  ideal  site  for 
residential  development,  and  had  it  been  acquired  by  the  Council, 
as  they  desired  in  1934,  it  is  certain  that  quite  a portion  of  it  would 
have  been  developed  by  now,  resulting  in  an  increased  rateable 
value,  and  less  unemployment  in  the  building  trades  in  the  District. 

Early  in  tlie  year,  the  Kesteven  County  Council  decided  to 
erect  a Senior  Central  School  on  the  Southern  portion  of  this  field, 
and  as  planned  the  school  was  sited  across  the  projected  road  from 
Harrington  Street  to  Mill  Drove.  This  would  have  been  seriously 
detrimental  to  the  good  development  of  the  town,  and  a conference 
was  held  between  the  two  authorities — Kesteven  County  Council 
and  Bourne  Urban  District  Council — and  representatives  of  a local 
syndicate  who  were  interested,  and  the  County  Council  agreed, 
subject  to  certain  contingencies  to  modify  their  Scheme  to  conform 
to  the  development  which  the  Urban  Council  had  had  in  mind 
since  1933.  The  present  position  is  obscure,  no  definite  proposals 
having  yet  been  submitted  to  the  Council,  and  it  remains  necessary 
for  a close  w;itch  to  be  kept  to  ensure  if  anvhow  possible  that  any 
development  will  provide  for  a through  road. 
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One  cannot  refrain  from  ajjain  expressinjf  rej^ret  that  the  Urban 
Council  were  not  allowed  to  purchase  this  held. 

An  application  under  the  Housinji  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926, 
was  received,  but  not  .^ranted  because  of  the  unsuitable  situation 
of  the  house. 

Plans  for  two  houses  to  be  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  under 
the  Housinj^  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1938  were  approved,  and 
enquiries  made  in  respect  of  two  others. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

Three  sites  were  licensed  for  use  for  Moveable  Dwellinj.'s.  Six 
lots  of  caravans,  etc.,w'ere  moved  on  from  unlicensed  sites. 

"The  owner  and  occupier  of  one  unlicensed  site  was  prosecuted 
for  permittin}»  it  to  be  used  for  more  than  60  days  for  moveable 
dwelliiifTs  :ind  was  hned  10/-. 

Establishment  of  Offensive  Trades. 

Consent  was  ^iven  for  the  establishment  of  a business  as  a Rajr 
and  Bone  Dealer. 

Legislation. 

Legislation  affecting  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment, and  coming  into  operation  during  the  year  included  : — 

The  Factories  Act,  1937. 

The  Air  Raids  Precautions  Act,  1937,  and 
The  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1938 

and  appropriate  action  taken. 

Air  Raid  Precautions. 

.4ir  Raid  Precautions  caused  a very  considerable  increase  in 
w'ork,  and  encroached  to  a considerable  extent  upon  normal  routine 
work,  as  well  as  involving  much  time  out  of  ordinary  hours.  The 
extent  of  encroachment  on  normal  work  is  probably  not  fully 
recognised,  but  it  is  inevitable,  and  will  doubtless  continue. 

Billetling  arrangements  were  hurriedly  prepared  during  the 
September  crisis,  and  the  subsequent  detailed  survey  carried  out 
under  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme  in  February,  1939. 
demonstrated  that  the  September  arrangements  were  sufficiently 
accurate  to  have  been  workable  had  the  need  arisen. 

I attended  an  Instructor’s  Course  at  the  Civilian  Anti-Gas 
School,  Easingwold,  from  5th  to  l7th  December. 

General. 

The  following  is  a detailed  list  of  defects  wdiich  have  been 
remedied,  as  a result  in  the  main,  of  Informal  action  : — 
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DRAINAGE. 

Choked  drains  cleared 
Drains  repaired 

Existing  drains  intercepted  from  sewer 
Bell  trap  gullies  replaced  by  stoneware  syphon 
gullies 

Additional  gullies  fitted  ... 

Gulley  gratings  fitted 

New  inspection  chambers  constructed 

Vent,  pipe  fixed 

Cesspool  ventilated 

Cesspool  emptied 


R W.  pipes  disconnected  from  drain  ...  ...  2 

Rain  water  guttering  repaired  ...  ...  2 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Urinal  connected  to  sewer  ...  ...  1 

Urinals  cleaned  ..  ...  ..2 

W.C.  pan  choked  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.  pans  cleaned  ..  ...  ...  1 

Wash-out  W C.  pan  replaced  by  wash-down  W C.  pan  1 
Defective  W.C.  pans  replaced  ...  ...  1 

Additional  W.C.  to  existing  house  ..  ...  1 

Pail  closets  converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  ...  2 

Privies  converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  ..2 

Pi-ivy  converted  to  pail  closet  ...  ...  1 

Closet  seats  and  floors  repaired  ...  . . 2 

Closets  cleansed  ..  ...  ...  2 

W C.  flushing  apparatus  repaired  ...  ..3 

W.C.  lighted  and  ventilated  ..  ...  2 


BATHS.  LAVATORY  BASINS  AND  SINKS. 


Bath  fitted  to  existing  houses  ..  ...  1 

Hand  basins  fitted  to  existing  houses  ...  2 

Sink  fitted  to  existing  houses  ..  ...  1 

GENERAL. 

In  teimil— 

Dirty  houses  cleaned  . ..  ...  2 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ..  ...  2 

Roofs  made  sound  and  watertight  ..  ...  7 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  5 

Floors  repaired  ..  ...  ..5 

Skirtings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stairs  repaired  ..  ...  ...  1 

Stair  handrails  provided  ...  ...  ..2 

Internal  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ..  22 

Ranges  repaired  . . . . . . 2 

Mantel  surround  re-fixed  . . ...  1 

Rooms  lighted  and  ventilated  ..  ...  2 

Windows  made  to  open  ...  ...  ..4 

Windows  enlarged  ...  ...  ...  9 

Sash  cords  repaired  . . ...  ...  3 

Door  and  window  frames  required  ...  ...  3 

New  copper  fitted  ...  ...  ...  1 
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External— 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  2 

Walls  repointed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  I 

Window  cilia  repaired  ...  ..  ..2 

Existing  houses  connected  to  public  water  mains  2 
Water  service  pipe  repaired  ..  ...  1 

Yard  paving  provided  ...  ..  ...  3 

Yard  paving  repaired  ..  ..  ..  4 

Rain  water  tank  cleaned  ..  ...  ...  1 

Dustbins  provided  ..  ..  ...  1 

Dustbins  renewed  ...  ...  ..2 

Dustbins  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Information  required  by  Housing  Act,  1936, 

Section  62,  supplied  ..  ...  22 

Nuisances  from  keeping  animals  abated  ...  2 

Premises  cleared  of  rats  ..  ...  2 

Smoke  nuisance  abated  ..  ...  ...  2 

Warnings  re  chimney  fires  ...  ...  2 

Dangerous  buildings  demolished  or  made  safe  . . 2 

Lock-up  shop  used  as  a dwelling  house  ...  1 

Unlicensed  sites  cleared  of  moveable  dwellings  . . 6 

Rag  and  Bone  business  established  without  consent  1 
Cowshed  lighting  and  ventilation  improved  ...  2 

Cowshed  fioor  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cowshed  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milk  Float  used  for  conveyance  of  Pigs  ...  1 

Slaughterhouses  cleaned  ...  ..2 


Notices  Served. 

8 Statutory  Notices  and  143  Informal  Notices  have  been 
served. 


Complaints. 

34  complaints  have  been  received  and  dealt  with. 

Inspections. 

'fhe  number  of  visits  to  premises  may  be  summarised  as 
follows  ; — 


Houses  disinfected 

4 

Housiiiff  defects 

140 

Slauj'hterhouses 

39 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

26 

Factories 

26 

Miscellaneous  ... 

137 

Council  Houses. 

This  Report  does  not  take  into  account  the  inspections  and 
repairs  of  the  203  Houses  owned  by  the  Council. 

May  I express  to  you,  Sir,  and  to  Members  of  the  Council  and 
other  Officers,  thanks  for  assistance  and  co-operation  during  the 
year. 

1 am,  Sir, 


Yours  obediently, 

J.  S.  FISHER, 


Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
16 


